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33 V.S.A. § 7601 requires the Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living (DAIL) 
to determine the amount of available savings in the Choices for Care program. 

Savings is defined as “the difference remaining at the conclusion of each fiscal year between 
the amount of funds appropriated for Choices for Care and the sum of expended and obligated 
funds, less an amount equal to one percent of that fiscal year’s total Choices for care expendi-
ture.” The one percent (1%) is intended to “function as a reserve to avoid implementing a High 
Needs wait list due to unplanned Choices for Care budget pressures throughout the fiscal year.” 

The Department is required to calculate available savings and report those savings to the Joint 
Fiscal Office and the House Committees on Appropriations and on Human Services and to the 
Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Health and Welfare by September 15 of each year.

In SFY23 the Choices for Care appropriation closed the year with significantly less than the 1% 
reserve available and as a result, per the statute mentioned above, there are no funds available 
for reinvestment in SFY24.
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