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Fiscal Note

March 16, 2026 Nolan Langweil, Principal Fiscal Analyst

H.817 - An act relating to mental health support and
substance use disorder prevention in schools

As recommended by the House Committee on Health Care, Draft 3.11

Bill Summary
he bill proposes a mental health literacy training curriculum for educators and other school
personnel. The bill would also establish a pilot peer-to-peer mental health support program in
schools. The bill does not include any appropriations for the programs.

Fiscal Impact
Sec. 1 states that “to the extent funds are available, a public school may apply to the Department of

Mental Health or designee for a grant to provide mental health literacy training to educators and other
school personnel.” However, the bill does not include any appropriation to the Department of Mental
Health (DMH) to award any such grants.

Sec. 1 also requires DMH to provide oversight and guidance to any school, afterschool program, or youth
mentoring agency seeking to establish or maintain a peer-to-peer mental health program, including
qualification of the adult overseeing the peer-to-peer mental health program. However, the bill does not
identify or appropriate any resources to support the program.

Other

The bill title would be amended upon passage to “An act relating to mental health literacy and peer-to-
peer supports in schools.”
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