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H.479 – An act relating to housing 
As passed by the House1,i 

 

Bill Summary 
his bill pertains to various programs aimed at increasing the supply, affordability, and accessibility of 
housing in Vermont.  

 

Fiscal Summary 
As recommended by the House Committee on General and Housing, this bill would have made various 
housing-related appropriations and authorized two affordable housing tax credits. The House, upon 
recommendation of the House Committee on Appropriations, deleted several sections that proposed 
appropriations, positions, and tax credit authorizations so that they can be considered as part of the fiscal 
year 2026 appropriations act.  
 

The following sections of H.479 as passed by the House would have fiscal impacts:  
 

• Section 4 would authorize the creation of a Residential Universal Design Study Committee, with per 
diems and expense reimbursement for Committee members being contingent on an appropriation 
being made to the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) for this purpose.  
 

• Section 19 would require the completion of a report by the Vermont Housing Finance Agency 
(VHFA) regarding the use of off-site construction to meet Vermont’s housing goals. Section 19a of 
the bill as passed by the House makes DHCD’s implementation of this provision contingent on 
receiving an appropriation in fiscal year 2026.  

 

Background and Details 
As passed by the House, the following sections of the bill would have a fiscal impact: 
 

Section 4: Universal Design Study Committee  
Section 4 would create a Residential Universal Design Study Committee to explore implementation of 
statewide universal design standards for all residential buildings.  “Universal design” refers broadly to design 
practices that make built environments usable by people of different ages, abilities, and physical or cognitive 
characteristics without additional customization. The bill as introduced would have appropriated $15,000 from 
the General Fund to DHCD in fiscal year 2026 for per diems and expense reimbursements for Committee 
members.  

 
1 The Joint Fiscal Office (JFO) is a nonpartisan legislative office dedicated to producing unbiased fiscal analysis – this fiscal note is 
meant to provide information for legislative consideration, not to provide policy recommendations. 
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https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0479/H-0479%20As%20passed%20by%20the%20House%20Official.pdf
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Upon recommendation of the Committee on Appropriations, the House deleted the $15,000 appropriation 
from the bill and inserted language stating that funds for per diems are contingent on a fiscal year 2026 
appropriation from the General Fund to DHCD for this purpose. 
 

Sections 19 and 19a: VHFA Off-Site Construction Report  
As introduced, Section 19 of the bill would have appropriated $250,000 in fiscal year 2026 from the General 
Fund to DHCD for a grant to VHFA to further develop recommendations from the 2025 “Opportunities to 
Utilize Off-Site Construction to Meet Vermont’s Housing, Workforce and Climate Goals” report. VHFA 
would be required to submit an interim report to the House Committee on General and Housing and the 
Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs by January 15, 2026 and a final 
report by December 15, 2026.  
 
Upon recommendation of the Committee on Appropriations, the House deleted the appropriation and 
inserted a new Section 19a stating that DHCD’s duties under Section 19 are contingent on an appropriation 
from the General Fund in fiscal year 2026 for this purpose.  
 
 

 
i The bill as originally introduced by the House Committee on General and Housing can be found here. The full fiscal note 
history is available on the fiscal tab of the bill page on the General Assembly website and can be accessed through a bill number 
search on the JFO page. 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Workgroups/House%20Ways%20and%20Means/Bills/H.479/H.479~Cameron%20Wood~As%20Introduced~3-14-2025.pdf

