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STATE OF VERMONT 
JOINT FISCAL OFFICE 

 

 

VT LEG #375877 v.1 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Joint Fiscal Committee members 

From: Sorsha Anderson, Senior Staff Associate 

Date: March 29, 2024 

Subject: Grant/Donation – JFO #3198 

Enclosed please find one (1) item, which the Joint Fiscal Office has received from the 

Administration.  

 

JFO #3198: Bargain sale of timber rights to the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of 

Fish and Wildlife from the A Johnson Co., LLC. Vermont acquired the current Pond Woods 

Wildlife Management Area in Benson and Orwell, VT in the 1960s. At that time the A Johnson 

Co. retained the timber rights.  The State now has the opportunity to acquire the timber rights, 

valued at $2,320,529.00, for $900,000.00.  The U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife is allowing 

the donation value of $1,370,529.00 to be used to meet the state match requirement for this 

acquisition. In addition, the remaining discount value will be considered available for future state 

match amounts as needed. The $900,000.00 sale price plus closing costs is covered by ongoing, 

annual funding from the U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Acquisition of the timber rights 

will allow greater control over the property management.  

[Received March 24, 2024] 

 

 

 

Please review the enclosed materials and notify the Joint Fiscal Office (Sorsha Anderson: 

sanderson@leg.state.vt.us) if you have questions or would like this item held for legislative 

review. Unless we hear from you to the contrary by April 17, 2024, we will assume that you 

agree to consider as final the Governor’s acceptance of this request. 
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State of Vermont         Agency of Administration 
Department of Finance & Management 
109 State Street, Pavilion Building   [phone] 802-828-2376 
Montpelier, VT  05620-0401   [fax]       802-828-2428 
 
 
 

STATE OF VERMONT 
FINANCE & MANAGEMENT GRANT REVIEW FORM 

 
 

Grant Summary:   To allow DFW to accept a bargain sale of the timber rights at its Pond Woods 

Wildlife Management Area in Benson and Orwell, VT. A Johnson Co retained 

the timber rights when this property was transferred to the State in the 1960s. 

The timber rights are valued at $2,270,529, A Johnson is selling the rights 

to the state for $900,000. 

  

Date: 2/12/2024 

  

Department: Fish & Wildlife  

  

Legal Title of Grant: N/A 

  

Federal Catalog #: N/A 

  

Grant/Donor Name and Address: A Johnson Co., LLC 

106 Andrew Johnson Drive 

Bristol, VT 05443 

    

Grant Period:             From: 1/24/2023 To: 12/31/2099 

  

Grant/Donation   $1,370,529 

 SFY 1 SFY 2 SFY 3 Total Comments 

Grant Amount: $1,370,529 $      $      $1,370,529 Value of bargain sale. 

 

Position Information: 

# Positions Explanation/Comments 

            
 

Additional Comments: Transaction represents no additional long-term costs for the State. 

Long-term maintenance and PILOT payments covered by federal US 

Fish & Wildlife Service funds.  
 
 

Department of Finance & Management                                           
 

(Initial) 

Secretary of Administration                                                               
 

(Initial) 

Sent To Joint Fiscal Office                                                                   Date 

   

Adam 
Greshin

Digitally signed by 
Adam Greshin 
Date: 2024.02.22 
17:05:15 -05'00'

DocuSign Envelope ID: C6EC77FF-E90C-4AA8-B159-2681C8101DAA



Department of Finance & Management                                                         Page 2 of 2 

Version 1.1  - 10/15/08 
                

 

 

DocuSign Envelope ID: C6EC77FF-E90C-4AA8-B159-2681C8101DAA



 

 
                                      Protecting and conserving our fish, wildlife plants, and their habitats for the people of Vermont. 

Department of Fish and Wildlife         
Agency of Natural Resources 
1 National Life Dr., Dewey Building  [phone] 802-505-0561 
Montpelier, VT 05620-3708   [fax] 802-828-1250 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com   
 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 
To:  Jaye Pershing Johnson, Governor’s Legal Counsel 

  
From:  Will Duane, Land Acquisition Coordinator 

 
Date:  January 24, 2024 
 
RE: Governor’s approval requested for a Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) 

timber rights acquisition in Benson and Orwell, VT 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Jaye, 
 

Enclosed is an approval memo for Governor Scott’s review, authorizing DFW to acquire 
timber rights at the existing Pond Woods Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Benson and 
Orwell. This project includes the acquisition of timber rights across several parcels that make up 
the WMA. Pond Woods is one of several DFW WMAs where we do not own the timber rights. 
DFW is seeking to secure timber rights on properties it owns.  
 
    The DFW is purchasing these timber rights at a substantial discount from the A Johnson 
Company with funds from the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The acquisition of these timber 
rights does not affect the DFW’s PILOT payment to the towns.  Continued management of the 
WMA will be funded by DFW’s existing federal habitat grant. 

The following documents and information are included in the following memo: 

 Property description 

 Maps of the property and surrounding area 

 Legal authority for the transactions 

 Nature of the legal property interest to be acquired 
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                                      Protecting and conserving our fish, wildlife plants, and their habitats for the people of Vermont. 

 Clear statement of purpose of the acquisition 

 Description of current uses, anticipated uses and limits on use 

 Description of existing motorized and/or mechanized uses, including VAST trails on the 

property and surrounding areas 

 Source of funds for the acquisition 

 Long term plan for funding of management expenses 

 Evidence of local approval 

 Anticipated PILOT Expenses 

 Other relevant information 

     Please review and respond within two weeks from receiving the documents if possible. If you 
have any questions regarding this project, please contact me directly at 
Will.Duane@Vermont.gov. Thank you. 

cc: Chris Herrick, Commissioner 
John Austin, Director of Wildlife 
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Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Commissioner’s Office 

1 National Life Drive, Davis 2 
Montpelier VT  05620-3208 

802-828-1454

TO:  Philip B. Scott, Governor, State of Vermont 

THROUGH: Julie Moore, Secretary, Agency of Natural Resources 

FROM: Christopher Herrick, Commissioner, Department of Fish and Wildlife 

SUBJECT: Purchase of A Johnson Timber Rights retained on Pond Woods Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) located in Benson and Orwell, VT. 

Recommendation: Approve the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s acquisition of timber 
rights retained by A Johnson Company on Pond Woods Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) located in Orwell and Benson, VT. 

Description 

Pond Woods WMA covers 2,297.82 acres in the towns of Benson and Orwell, VT.  The majority 
of the WMA is located in Benson and supports a diversity of upland and wetland natural 
communities, making it a priority to consolidate management. VDFW currently owns 747.2 acres 
as fee lands, with an additional 1,550.61 under ownership but without the timber rights.  The A 
Johnson Company owns the timber rights on 1490.73 of the remaining acres.  

The WMA was sold to the state in the 1960s over three separate transactions.  At the time 
the A Johnson Company reserved the timber rights for their continued use.  VDFW has managed 
the property in concert with A Johnson over the years, however acquiring the timber rights will 
provide DFW with greater site control and an increased ability to direct the natural processes of 
the land.  There are currently no VAST or ATV trails on the property which would be disrupted 
by this transaction.

The opportunity to work with A Johnson Company is unique and one that the Department 
sees as a priority to protect the current public investment at Pond Woods. This acquisition will 
hopefully serve as a template for DFW to consider future opportunities to purchase timber rights 
on other priority WMAs.  The timber rights at Pond Woods WMA were appraised at $2.3 million, 
A Johnson Company is selling the timber rights at a bargain sale for $900,000.  The acquisition 
and closing costs will also be covered by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Because of 
the magnitude of the bargain sale DFW does not need to bring any state match to this 
acquisition; USFWS has approved the value of the bargain sale serving as state match. 
Additionally, because of the substantial value of the sale, DFW is able to bank the remaining 
bargain sale value and use it as match for future projects.  As a result, no state funding will be 
used for this acquisition or the related work.  Like all WMAs, the long-term management of the 
parcel will be paid with US Fish and Wildlife Service funds through our existing Habitat Grant.  
ANR’s existing PILOT payments for these parcels will not change. The Benson and Orwell 
selectboards reviewed this proposed sale 
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at recent selectboard meetings.  The Benson selectboard supported the acquisition, the 
Orwell selectboard voted to remain neutral.  There has been no opposition raised at the 
municipal level for this sale. 

Your approval of this acquisition is required by 10 V.S.A. §4144, which states in part “The 
Secretary with approval of the Governor may acquire for the use of the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife by gift, purchase, or lease any and all rights and interests in lands, ponds, or streams, and 
hunting and fishing rights and privileges in any lands or waters in the State, and the necessary 
rights of ingress or egress to and from such lands and waters.”  This project has been reviewed by 
ANR Secretary Moore. 

[SIGNATURES REQUESTED ON THE FOLLOWING AA-1 FORM] 
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     STATE OF VERMONT REQUEST FOR GRANT (*) ACCEPTANCE    (Form AA-1) 

Department of Finance & Management  Page 1 of 3 
Version 1.8_ 6/2016     

BASIC GRANT INFORMATION 

1. Agency: Agency of Natural Resources 
2. Department: Department of Fish and Wildlife 

3. Program: Lands and Habitat 

4. Legal Title of Grant: n/a 

5. Federal Catalog #: n/a 

6. Grant/Donor Name and Address:

A Johnson Co., LLC 

106 Andrew Johnson Drive 

Bristol, VT 05443 

7. Grant Period:       From: To: 

8. Purpose of Grant:

The purpose of this grant is for DFW to accept a bargain sale of the timber rights at its Pond Woods Wildlife 

Management Area in Benson and Orwell, VT.  A Johnson Co retained the timber rights when this property was 

was transferred to the state in the 1960s. The timber rights are valued at $2.2M, A Johnson is selling the rights 

to the state for $900,000.  

9. Impact on existing program if grant is not Accepted:

 DFW will gain greater site control of its property with ownership of these timber rights.  The bargain sale 

associated with acquisition serves as the match for the federal funding.  The excess value from the bargain sale 

can be retained and used as match for federal funds for future projects. These opportunities will be lost if the 

grant is not accepted.  

10. BUDGET INFORMATION

SFY 1 SFY 2 SFY 3 Comments 

Expenditures: FY 24 FY FY 

   Personal Services $ $ $ 

   Operating Expenses $2,320,529 $ $ 

Appraised value 

plus $50K 

associated 

costs 

   Grants $ $ $ 

Total $2,320,529 $ $ 

Revenues: 

   State Funds: $ $ $ 

      Cash $ $ $ 

   In-Kind $ $ $ 

0 0 0 

   Federal Funds: $950,000 $ $ 

USFWS funding 

for 

purchase 

price and  

$50K 

associated 

costs 

      (Direct Costs) $ $ $ 

Acceptance of Real Property as a Grant, Pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4144 
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     STATE OF VERMONT REQUEST FOR GRANT (*) ACCEPTANCE    (Form AA-1) 

Department of Finance & Management  Page 3 of 3 

Version 1.8_ 6/2016     

  Rejected 

(Governor’s signature) Date: 

16. DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED

Required GRANT Documentation 

 Request Memo 

 Dept. project approval (if applicable) 

 Notice of Award 

 Grant Agreement 

 Grant Budget 

 Notice of Donation (if any) 

 Grant (Project) Timeline (if applicable) 

 Request for Extension (if applicable) 

 Form AA-1PN attached (if applicable) 

End Form AA-1 
(*) The term “grant” refers to any grant, gift, loan, or any sum of money or thing of value to be accepted by any agency, 

department, commission, board, or other part of state government  (see 32 V.S.A. §5). (See also 10 V.S.A. § 4144)
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