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VT LEG #350596 v.1 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Joint Fiscal Committee members 

From: Sorsha Anderson, Staff Associate 

Date: September 28, 2020 

Subject: Grant Requests – JFO #3023 

 

Enclosed please find one (1) item, which the Joint Fiscal Office has received from the 

Administration. The Dept. of Mental Health has requested expedited review of this item. 

Members will be contacted by October 2, 2020 for a decision unless the member has responded 

prior to that date.  

 

JFO #3023 - $630,787 to the VT. Dept. of Mental Health from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Administration.  Funds will be used to continue adult crisis counseling and training related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  The initial program was set up in April 2020 using FEMA funds and this grant 

will allow the work to continue through July 2021.  This request does stem from the state or federal 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

[JFO received 09/28/20] 
 

Please review the enclosed materials and notify the Joint Fiscal Office (Sorsha Anderson: 

sanderson@leg.state.vt.us) if you have questions or would like this item held for legislative 

review.  
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STATE OF VERMONT 
FINANCE & MANAGEMENT GRANT REVIEW FORM 

 
 

Grant Summary:   This grant will fund crisis counseling assistance and training through the 
Vermont Care Partners Network i.e. VT's Designated Agencies. 

  
Date: 9/18/2020 
  
Department: DMH  
  
Legal Title of Grant: Regular Services Program/Crisis Counseling 
  
Federal Catalog #: 93.982 
  
Grant/Donor Name and Address: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852 
    
Grant Period:             From: 9/16/2020 To: 6/15/2021 
  
Grant/Donation   $630,787 
 SFY 1 SFY 2 SFY 3 Total Comments 
Grant Amount: $630,787 $      $      $630,787       
 

Position Information: 
# Positions Explanation/Comments 

            
 

Additional Comments: The department has requested expedited review. JFO is aware. DMH 
wishes to obligate funds immediately after approval. 

 
 

Department of Finance & Management                                           
 

(Initial) 

Secretary of Administration                                                               
 

(Initial) 

Sent To Joint Fiscal Office                                                                   Date 
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Sorsha Anderson

To: Sorsha Anderson

Subject: RE: AHS-DMH - Regular Services Program/Crisis Counseling

 

 

From: Elmquist, Candace <Candace.Elmquist@vermont.gov>  

Sent: Monday, September 28, 2020 8:32 AM 

To: Sorsha Anderson <SAnderson@leg.state.vt.us> 

Cc: Daniel Dickerson <ddickerson@leg.state.vt.us> 

Subject: RE: AHS-DMH - Regular Services Program/Crisis Counseling 

 

Hi Sorsha, 

 

This award will be used to support crisis counseling assistance and training, provided via the Vermont Care Network. 

This work began in April and was initially funded using FEMA funds through an MOU with Public Safety. The initial 

tranche of FEMA funding ended within the last two weeks. However, the work will extend to June of 2021. This award 

provides the second tranche of funding to continue these services, and without immediate approval, Vermont Cares 

Network will not have the funds necessary to proceed. 

 

So to answer your questions: 

1. Yes, the money is going towards an existing project that was set up in April in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

2. Staff time in the department for administration of this grant program is reported as minimal; staff that have 

supported the program since April will continue to support this program. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Candace 

 

From: Sorsha Anderson <SAnderson@leg.state.vt.us>  

Sent: Monday, September 28, 2020 8:27 AM 

To: Elmquist, Candace <Candace.Elmquist@vermont.gov> 

Cc: Dickerson, D <ddickerson@leg.state.vt.us> 

Subject: RE: AHS-DMH - Regular Services Program/Crisis Counseling 

 

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the sender. 

Hi Candace, 

 

I am sending this to Rep. Cummings today to get approval for the expedited request.  What I am not seeing in the grant 

application is any specificity on how the money will be used. There doesn’t seem to be a submitted budget, other than 

the total. So a couple of questions: 

 

1. Is this money going towards a project already in existence or is it setting up a new endeavor?   

2. Is the department using existing staff or reallocating existing staff? 

 

Thanks! 

 

Sorsha Anderson 
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Joint Fiscal Office 

 

From: Murphy, Ariel <Ariel.Murphy@vermont.gov>  

Sent: Friday, September 25, 2020 5:00 PM 

To: Sorsha Anderson <SAnderson@leg.state.vt.us> 

Cc: Daniel Dickerson <ddickerson@leg.state.vt.us>; Elmquist, Candace <Candace.Elmquist@vermont.gov> 

Subject: AHS-DMH - Regular Services Program/Crisis Counseling 

 

Hi Sorsha, 

 

Attached please find a grant request recently approved by the Governor.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or problems. 

Best, Ariel 

 

 
Ariel Murphy | she/her  

Executive Assistant for the Department of Finance and Management 

109 State Street, 5th Floor  |  Montpelier, VT 05609-0401 

ariel.murphy@vermont.gov  

t: (802) 828-2376 | c: (802) 622-4780 

 


